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)NTRODUCTION
/UR฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀OFTEN฀FACED฀WITH฀CHOICES฀THAT฀AFFECT฀THEIR฀

DEVELOPMENT฀AND฀SAFETY�฀!S฀PARENTS�฀WE฀CAN฀DO฀OUR฀BEST฀TO฀
PROVIDE฀EDUCATION฀AND฀GUIDANCE฀TO฀PREPARE฀OUR฀CHILDREN฀TO฀
MAKE฀THE฀BEST฀DECISIONS�฀/NE฀WAY฀WE฀DO฀THIS฀IS฀TO฀TALK฀WITH฀OUR฀
CHILDREN�฀3OME฀SUBJECTS฀ARE฀EASY฀TO฀DISCUSS฀WITH฀OUR฀CHILDREN�
SPORTS�฀THEIR฀GRADES฀IN฀SCHOOL�฀THEIR฀FRIENDS�฀AND฀MANY฀OTHER฀
FEATURES฀OF฀OUR฀DAILY฀LIVES�฀/THER฀THINGS฀ARE฀MORE฀DIFlCULT฀FOR฀
US฀TO฀DISCUSS�฀INCLUDING฀CHILD฀ABUSE�ESPECIALLY฀CHILD฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE�
!LTHOUGH฀DISCUSSING฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILDREN฀MAY฀BE฀

DIFlCULT฀FOR฀YOU�฀IT฀IS฀VERY฀IMPORTANT�฀0ERHAPS฀THE฀MOST฀IMPOR

TANT฀STEP฀PARENTS฀CAN฀TAKE฀TO฀PROTECT฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀ABUSE฀
IS฀TO฀HAVE฀OPEN฀COMMUNICATION฀IN฀THE฀HOME�฀2ESEARCH฀HAS฀
SHOWN฀THAT฀CHILDREN฀WHOSE฀PARENTS฀TALK฀TO฀THEM฀ABOUT฀PREVENT

ING฀ABUSE฀ARE฀MORE฀EFFECTIVE฀AT฀FENDING฀OFF฀ASSAULTS�฀9OUR฀ROLE฀IS฀
VERY฀IMPORTANT�
-ORE฀THAN฀�฀MILLION฀REPORTS฀OF฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀ARE฀RECEIVED฀

EACH฀YEAR�฀INCLUDING฀HALF฀A฀MILLION฀REPORTS฀OF฀CHILD฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀
!S฀A฀MAJOR฀YOUTH
SERVING฀ORGANIZATION�฀THE฀"OY฀3COUTS฀OF฀
!MERICA฀HAS฀A฀UNIQUE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀HELP฀PROTECT฀THE฀YOUTH฀
OF฀OUR฀NATION�฀4HIS฀BOOKLET฀IS฀DESIGNED฀TO฀GIVE฀YOU฀ESSENTIAL฀
INFORMATION฀THAT฀SHOULD฀HELP฀YOU฀TEACH฀YOUR฀CHILDREN฀HOW฀TO฀
PROTECT฀THEMSELVES�
)F฀YOUR฀SON฀IS฀A฀NEW฀"OY฀3COUT�฀THIS฀MIGHT฀BE฀THE฀lRST฀TIME฀

THAT฀YOU฀HAVE฀SEEN฀THIS฀0ARENT�S฀'UIDE�฀)F฀YOU฀HAVE฀OTHER฀SONS฀
IN฀3COUTING�฀OR฀IF฀YOUR฀SON฀HAS฀ADVANCED฀IN฀"OY฀3COUTING�฀WE฀
HOPE฀THAT฀YOU฀ARE฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THIS฀GUIDE฀AND฀HAVE฀DISCUSSED฀
ITS฀CONTENTS฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILDREN�฀)N฀EITHER฀CASE�฀WE฀ENCOURAGE฀
YOU฀TO฀MAKE฀THIS฀INFORMATION฀PART฀OF฀A฀CONTINUING฀FAMILY฀
EFFORT฀THAT฀REINFORCES฀THE฀CONCEPTS฀INCLUDED฀IN฀THIS฀GUIDEBOOK�
7E฀DO฀NOT฀EXPECT฀THAT฀YOUR฀SON฀WILL฀BECOME฀A฀VICTIM฀OF฀

CHILD฀ABUSE�฀)T฀IS฀EXTREMELY฀IMPORTANT�฀HOWEVER�฀THAT฀IF฀HE฀IS฀
EVER฀CONFRONTED฀WITH฀AN฀ABUSIVE฀SITUATION�฀HE฀WILL฀KNOW฀THAT฀
THERE฀ARE฀ADULTS฀IN฀HIS฀LIFE฀WHO฀WILL฀LISTEN฀AND฀RESPOND฀IN฀A฀SUP

PORTIVE฀MANNER�฀4HE฀PURPOSE฀OF฀THIS฀BOOKLET฀IS฀TO฀HELP฀YOU฀AND฀
YOUR฀SON฀ESTABLISH�฀OR฀REINFORCE�฀OPEN฀COMMUNICATION฀ON฀THIS฀
SENSITIVE฀TOPIC�
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3ECTION฀)�฀)NFORMATION฀FOR฀0ARENTS
5SING฀4HIS฀"OOKLET
4HIS฀BOOKLET฀IS฀DIVIDED฀

INTO฀TWO฀SECTIONS�฀4HE฀lRST฀
SECTION฀IS฀FOR฀YOUR฀INFORMA

TION�฀)T฀CONTAINS฀INFORMA

TION฀ABOUT฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀AND฀
PROVIDES฀SOME฀TIPS฀TO฀HELP฀
PARENTS฀TALK฀WITH฀THEIR฀"OY฀
3COUTnAGE฀SONS฀ABOUT฀CHILD฀
ABUSE�฀4HE฀SECOND฀SECTION฀
IS฀FOR฀YOU฀TO฀SHARE฀WITH฀YOUR฀
SON�฀3OME฀OF฀THE฀ACTIVITIES฀
LISTED฀IN฀THE฀SECOND฀SECTION฀
ARE฀REQUIREMENTS฀YOUR฀SON฀
NEEDS฀YOUR฀HELP฀TO฀COMPLETE฀
BEFORE฀HE฀CAN฀JOIN฀HIS฀"OY฀
3COUT฀TROOP�
)T฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀THAT฀YOU฀

READ฀THE฀ENTIRE฀BOOKLET฀BEFORE฀YOU฀AND฀YOUR฀SON฀DO฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀
EXERCISES฀TOGETHER�฀9OU฀MIGHT฀BE฀TEMPTED฀TO฀HAND฀THIS฀BOOK

LET฀TO฀YOUR฀SON฀AND฀TELL฀HIM฀TO฀READ฀IT�฀7E฀URGE฀YOU฀TO฀RESIST฀
THIS฀TEMPTATION�฀9OUR฀SON฀NEEDS฀TO฀KNOW฀THAT฀HE฀CAN฀OPENLY฀
DISCUSS฀DIFlCULT฀TOPICS฀WITH฀YOU�

9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀

*OINING฀2EQUIREMENT�฀฀

&OR฀YOUR฀SON฀TO฀JOIN฀฀

A฀"OY฀3COUT฀TROOP�฀

HE฀MUST฀COMPLETE฀

THE฀EXERCISES฀INCLUD


ED฀IN฀3ECTION฀))฀OF฀฀

THIS฀PAMPHLET�
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#HILD฀!BUSE�฀"ASIC฀)NFORMATION฀FOR฀0ARENTS
!N฀ABUSED฀OR฀NEGLECTED฀CHILD฀IS฀A฀CHILD฀WHO฀IS฀HARMED�฀OR฀

THREATENED฀WITH฀PHYSICAL฀OR฀MENTAL฀HARM�฀BY฀THE฀ACTS฀OR฀LACK฀
OF฀ACTION฀OF฀A฀PERSON฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀CHILD�S฀CARE�฀4HERE฀ARE฀
SEVERAL฀FORMS฀OF฀ABUSE�฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE�฀EMOTIONAL฀ABUSE�฀AND฀
SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀#HILD฀NEGLECT฀IS฀A฀FORM฀OF฀ABUSE฀THAT฀OCCURS฀WHEN฀
A฀PERSON฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀CARE฀OF฀A฀CHILD฀IS฀ABLE�฀BUT฀FAILS�฀TO฀
PROVIDE฀NECESSARY฀FOOD�฀CLOTHING�฀SHELTER�฀OR฀CARE�฀%ACH฀STATE฀HAS฀
ITS฀OWN฀DElNITIONS฀AND฀LAWS฀CONCERNING฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀AND฀CHILD฀
NEGLECT�
#HILD฀ABUSE฀AND฀NEGLECT฀ARE฀SERIOUS฀PROBLEMS฀FOR฀OUR฀

SOCIETY�฀4HE฀NUMBER฀OF฀CASES฀REPORTED฀HAS฀INCREASED฀EACH฀YEAR฀
SINCE฀�����฀WHEN฀STATISTICS฀WERE฀lRST฀KEPT�฀"RIEF฀DISCUSSIONS฀OF฀
EACH฀FORM฀OF฀ABUSE฀ARE฀PRESENTED฀BELOW�

.EGLECT
!฀CHILD฀IS฀NEGLECTED฀

IF฀THE฀PERSONS฀THIS฀
CHILD฀DEPENDS฀ON฀DO฀
NOT฀PROVIDE฀FOOD�฀
CLOTHING�฀SHELTER�฀
MEDICAL฀CARE�฀EDUCA

TION�฀AND฀SUPERVISION�฀
7HEN฀THESE฀BASIC฀
NEEDS฀ARE฀DELIBERATELY฀
WITHHELD�฀NOT฀BECAUSE฀
THE฀PARENTS฀OR฀CARE

GIVERS฀ARE฀POOR�฀IT฀IS฀
CONSIDERED฀NEGLECT�฀/FTEN฀PARENTS฀OR฀CAREGIVERS฀OF฀NEGLECTED฀
CHILDREN฀ARE฀SO฀OVERWHELMED฀BY฀THEIR฀OWN฀NEEDS฀THAT฀THEY฀
CANNOT฀RECOGNIZE฀THE฀NEEDS฀OF฀THEIR฀CHILDREN�

0HYSICAL฀!BUSE
0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀IS฀THE฀DELIBERATE฀INJURY฀OF฀A฀CHILD฀BY฀A฀PERSON฀

RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀CHILD�S฀CARE�฀0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀OFTEN฀STEMS฀FROM฀
UNREASONABLE฀PUNISHMENT�฀OR฀BY฀PUNISHMENT฀THAT฀IS฀TOO฀HARSH฀
FOR฀THE฀CHILD�฀3OMETIMES฀IT฀IS฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀A฀CAREGIVER�S฀REACTION฀
TO฀STRESS�฀$RINKING฀AND฀DRUG฀ABUSE฀BY฀CARETAKERS฀HAVE฀BECOME฀
MORE฀COMMON฀CONTRIBUTING฀FACTORS฀IN฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE฀CASES�
0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀INJURIES฀CAN฀INCLUDE฀BRUISES�฀BROKEN฀BONES�฀

BURNS�฀AND฀ABRASIONS�฀#HILDREN฀EXPERIENCE฀MINOR฀INJURIES฀AS฀A฀
NORMAL฀PART฀OF฀CHILDHOOD�฀USUALLY฀IN฀PREDICTABLE฀PLACES฀SUCH฀AS฀
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THE฀SHINS�฀KNEES�฀AND฀ELBOWS�฀7HEN฀THE฀INJURIES฀ARE฀IN฀SOFT
TISSUE฀
AREAS฀ON฀THE฀ABDOMEN฀OR฀BACK�฀OR฀DON�T฀SEEM฀TO฀BE฀TYPICAL฀CHILD

HOOD฀INJURIES�฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE฀BECOMES฀A฀POSSIBILITY�
0HYSICAL฀ABUSE฀HAPPENS฀TO฀CHILDREN฀OF฀ALL฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀

HOWEVER�฀YOUTH฀AGES฀��฀TO฀��฀HAVE฀THE฀HIGHEST฀RATE฀OF฀INJURY฀
FROM฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE�฀4HIS฀IS฀POSSIBLY฀DUE฀TO฀INCREASING฀CON

mICT฀BETWEEN฀PARENTS฀AND฀CHILDREN฀AS฀CHILDREN฀BECOME฀MORE฀
INDEPENDENT�

%MOTIONAL฀!BUSE
%MOTIONAL฀ABUSE฀IS฀HARDER฀TO฀RECOGNIZE�฀BUT฀IS฀JUST฀AS฀

HARMFUL฀TO฀THE฀CHILD฀AS฀OTHER฀FORMS฀OF฀ABUSE�฀%MOTIONAL฀ABUSE฀
DAMAGES฀THE฀CHILD�S฀SELF
ESTEEM฀AND�฀IN฀EXTREME฀CASES�฀CAN฀LEAD฀
TO฀DEVELOPMENTAL฀PROBLEMS฀AND฀SPEECH฀DISORDERS�฀!฀CHILD฀SUF

FERS฀FROM฀EMOTIONAL฀ABUSE฀WHEN฀CONSTANTLY฀RIDICULED�฀REJECTED�฀
BLAMED�฀OR฀COMPARED฀UNFAVORABLY฀WITH฀BROTHERS฀OR฀SISTERS฀OR฀
OTHER฀CHILDREN�
%XPECTING฀TOO฀MUCH฀FROM฀THE฀CHILD฀IN฀ACADEMICS�฀ATHLET


ICS�฀OR฀OTHER฀AREAS฀IS฀A฀COMMON฀CAUSE฀OF฀EMOTIONAL฀ABUSE฀BY฀
PARENTS฀OR฀OTHER฀ADULTS�฀7HEN฀A฀CHILD฀CAN�T฀MEET฀THESE฀EXPECTA

TIONS�฀THE฀CHILD฀FEELS฀THAT฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀NEVER฀QUITE฀GOOD฀ENOUGH�฀
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3EXUAL฀!BUSE
7HEN฀AN฀ADULT฀OR฀AN฀OLDER฀CHILD฀USES฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀AUTHORITY฀

OVER฀A฀CHILD฀TO฀INVOLVE฀THE฀CHILD฀IN฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITY�฀IT฀IS฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE�฀AND฀THAT฀PERSON฀IS฀A฀CHILD฀MOLESTER�฀4HE฀MOLESTER฀MIGHT฀
USE฀TRICKS�฀BRIBES�฀THREATS�฀OR฀FORCE฀TO฀PERSUADE฀THE฀CHILD฀TO฀JOIN฀
IN฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITY�฀3EXUAL฀ABUSE฀INCLUDES฀ANY฀ACTIVITY฀PERFORMED฀
FOR฀THE฀SEXUAL฀SATISFACTION฀OF฀THE฀MOLESTER�฀INCLUDING฀ACTS฀
RANGING฀FROM฀EXPOSING฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀SEX฀ORGANS฀�EXHIBITIONISM	�฀
OBSERVING฀ANOTHER�S฀SEX฀ORGANS฀OR฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITY฀�VOYEURISM	�฀
TO฀FONDLING฀AND฀RAPE�
(ERE฀ARE฀A฀FEW฀FACTS฀YOU฀SHOULD฀KNOW฀ABOUT฀CHILD฀฀

SEXUAL฀ABUSE�
L฀ #HILD฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀OCCURS฀TO฀AS฀MANY฀AS฀��฀PERCENT฀OF฀GIRLS฀
AND฀��฀PERCENT฀OF฀BOYS฀BEFORE฀THEY฀REACH฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀AGE�

L฀ "OYS฀AND฀GIRLS฀COULD฀BE฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED฀AT฀ANY฀AGE�฀HOWEVER�฀
MOST฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀OCCURS฀BETWEEN฀THE฀AGES฀OF฀�฀AND฀���

L฀ #HILDREN฀ARE฀MOST฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀MOLESTED฀BY฀SOMEONE฀THEY฀
KNOW฀AND฀TRUST�

L฀ %IGHTY฀TO฀��฀PERCENT฀OF฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED฀BOYS฀ARE฀MOLESTED฀BY฀
ACQUAINTANCES฀WHO฀ARE฀NONFAMILY฀MEMBERS�

L฀ &EMALES฀PERFORM฀��฀PERCENT฀OF฀THE฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀OF฀BOYS฀
UNDER฀AGE฀��฀�PREPUBESCENTS	�

L฀ &EW฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED฀CHILDREN฀TELL฀ANYONE฀THAT฀THEY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀
ABUSED�฀#HILDREN฀ARE฀USUALLY฀TOLD฀TO฀KEEP฀THE฀ABUSE฀SECRET�฀
4HIS฀COULD฀INVOLVE฀THREATS�฀BRIBES�฀OR฀PHYSICAL฀FORCE�

L฀ #HILDREN฀MIGHT฀FEEL฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀ABUSE฀AND฀FEAR฀AN฀
ANGRY฀REACTION฀FROM฀THEIR฀PARENTS�
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3EXUAL฀-OLESTATION฀BY฀0EERS
!PPROXIMATELY฀ONE
THIRD฀OF฀SEXUAL฀MOLESTATION฀OCCURS฀AT฀

THE฀HANDS฀OF฀OTHER฀CHILDREN�฀)F฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TELLS฀YOU฀ABOUT฀CLUB฀
INITIATIONS฀IN฀WHICH฀SEXUAL฀ACTIVITY฀IS฀INCLUDED�฀OR฀IF฀YOUR฀CHILD฀
TELLS฀YOU฀ABOUT฀INAPPROPRIATE฀OR฀TRICKED�฀PRESSURED�฀OR฀FORCED฀
SEXUAL฀ACTIVITY฀BY฀OTHER฀CHILDREN�฀THIS฀IS฀A฀FORM฀OF฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀
AND฀YOU฀NEED฀TO฀TAKE฀STEPS฀TO฀STOP฀THE฀ACTIVITY�฀4HIS฀KIND฀OF฀
SEXUAL฀MISCONDUCT฀IS฀SERIOUS฀AND฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀IGNORED�
#HILDREN฀WHO฀MOLEST฀OTHER฀CHILDREN฀NEED฀PROFESSIONAL฀HELP�฀

4HEY฀ARE฀MUCH฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀RESPOND฀TO฀TREATMENT฀WHEN฀YOUNG฀
THAN฀ARE฀ADULTS฀WHO฀WERE฀MOLESTERS฀AS฀CHILDREN฀AND฀RECEIVED฀NO฀
TREATMENT�฀AND฀CONTINUE฀TO฀MOLEST฀CHILDREN฀AS฀ADULTS�

0RETEEN฀AND฀TEENAGE฀BOYS฀ARE฀ESPECIALLY฀AT฀RISK฀FOR฀
SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HE฀PHYSICAL฀AND฀HORMONAL฀CHANGES฀
CAUSED฀BY฀PUBERTY�฀AND฀THEIR฀NATURAL฀CURIOSITY฀ABOUT฀
THEIR฀NEW฀EMOTIONS฀AND฀FEELINGS�฀MAKE฀THESE฀YOUTH฀
LIKELY฀TARGETS฀FOR฀CHILD฀MOLESTERS�฀4HE฀NORMAL฀DESIRE฀
OF฀BOYS฀THIS฀AGE฀TO฀SHOW฀THEIR฀INDEPENDENCE฀FROM฀
THEIR฀PARENTS�฀CONTROL฀ADDS฀TO฀THE฀RISK�฀4HIS฀COMBI

NATION฀MIGHT฀KEEP฀BOYS฀THIS฀AGE฀FROM฀ASKING฀THEIR฀
PARENTS฀FOR฀HELP฀WHEN฀FACED฀WITH฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�
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0ARENTS฀AND฀OTHER฀ADULTS฀WHO฀WORK฀WITH฀CHILDREN฀NEED฀TO฀
DISTINGUISH฀BETWEEN฀SEXUAL฀BEHAVIOR฀THAT฀IS฀A฀NORMAL฀PART฀OF฀
GROWING฀UP�฀AND฀SEXUAL฀BEHAVIOR฀THAT฀IS฀ABUSIVE�฀)F฀YOU฀lND฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀HAS฀ENGAGED฀IN฀SEXUAL฀BEHAVIOR฀THAT฀MIGHT฀NOT฀BE฀ABU

SIVE�฀BUT฀WHICH฀BOTHERS฀YOU�฀USE฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀DISCUSS฀THE฀
BEHAVIOR฀AND฀HELP฀YOUR฀CHILD฀UNDERSTAND฀WHY฀IT฀BOTHERS฀YOU�

3IGNS฀OF฀3EXUAL฀!BUSE
4HE฀BEST฀SIGN฀THAT฀A฀CHILD฀HAS฀BEEN฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED฀IS฀HIS฀

STATEMENT฀THAT฀HE฀WAS�฀#HILDREN฀OFTEN฀DO฀NOT฀REPORT฀THEIR฀
ABUSE�฀SO฀PARENTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀ALERT฀FOR฀OTHER฀SIGNS�฀
4HESE฀ARE฀SOME฀SIGNS฀TO฀WATCH฀FOR�
L฀ (INTS�฀INDIRECT฀MESSAGES�2EFUSING฀TO฀GO฀TO฀A฀FRIEND�S฀OR฀
RELATIVE�S฀HOME฀FOR฀NO฀APPARENT฀REASON�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀h)฀JUST฀
DON�T฀LIKE฀HIM฀ANYMORE�v

L฀ 3EDUCTIVE฀OR฀PROVOCATIVE฀BEHAVIOR�!CTING฀OUT฀ADULT฀SEXUAL฀
BEHAVIOR฀OR฀USING฀SEXUAL฀LANGUAGE฀A฀CHILD฀HIS฀AGE฀IS฀UNLIKELY฀
TO฀KNOW�

L฀ 0HYSICAL฀SYMPTOMS�)RRITATION฀OF฀GENITAL฀OR฀ANAL฀AREAS�฀

4HE฀FOLLOWING฀ARE฀COMMON฀SIGNS฀THAT฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀UPSET�฀
)F฀PRESENT฀FOR฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀FEW฀DAYS�฀THESE฀SIGNS฀COULD฀INDICATE฀
THAT฀SOMETHING฀IS฀WRONG฀AND฀YOUR฀CHILD฀NEEDS฀HELP฀AND฀PAREN

TAL฀SUPPORT�฀4HEY฀MIGHT฀ALSO฀BE฀SIGNS฀THAT฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IS฀BEING฀
SEXUALLY฀ABUSED�
L฀ 3ELF
DESTRUCTIVE฀BEHAVIOR�
5SING฀ALCOHOL฀OR฀DRUGS�฀
DELIBERATELY฀HARMING฀
HIMSELF�฀RUNNING฀AWAY�฀
ATTEMPTING฀SUICIDE�฀OR฀
SEXUAL฀RECKLESSNESS฀OR฀
PROMISCUITY�

L฀ 5NHAPPINESS�5NDUE฀
ANXIETY฀AND฀CRYING�฀SLEEP฀
DISTURBANCES฀OR฀LOSS฀OF฀
APPETITE�

L฀ 2EGRESSION�"EHAVING฀LIKE฀
A฀YOUNGER฀CHILD�฀THUMB฀
SUCKING�฀OR฀BED
WETTING�

L฀ $IFFICULTY฀AT฀SCHOOL�3UDDEN฀
DROP฀IN฀GRADES�฀BEHAVIORAL฀
PROBLEMS�฀OR฀TRUANCY�
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0REVENTING฀#HILD฀!BUSE
%XCEPT฀FOR฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀OF฀BOYS�฀THE฀GREAT฀MAJORITY฀OF฀CHILD฀

ABUSE฀OCCURS฀WITHIN฀FAMILIES�฀0REVENTION฀EFFORTS฀FOR฀EMOTIONAL฀
AND฀PHYSICAL฀ABUSE฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀NEGLECT฀GENERALLY฀FOCUS฀ON฀HELPING฀
ABUSERS�฀OFTEN฀THE฀PARENTS�฀CHANGE฀THEIR฀BEHAVIOR�
3OME฀PHYSICAL฀AND฀EMOTIONAL฀ABUSES฀ARE฀REACTIONS฀BY฀PAR


ENTS฀TO฀THE฀STRESSES฀IN฀THEIR฀LIVES�฀"Y฀LEARNING฀TO฀RECOGNIZE฀THESE฀
STRESSES�฀AND฀THEN฀TAKING฀A฀TIME
OUT฀WHEN฀THE฀PRESSURES฀MOUNT�฀
WE฀CAN฀AVOID฀ABUSING฀THOSE฀WE฀LOVE�฀4HE฀NEXT฀PAGE฀LISTS฀SOME฀
ALTERNATIVES฀TO฀PHYSICAL฀AND฀EMOTIONAL฀ABUSE฀FOR฀OVERSTRESSED฀
PARENTS�฀4HESE฀SUGGESTIONS฀COME฀FROM฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀#OMMITTEE฀
TO฀0REVENT฀#HILD฀!BUSE�
)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀THE฀ALTERNATIVES฀ON฀THE฀NEXT฀PAGE�฀PARENTS฀AND฀

OTHER฀CHILD฀CAREGIVERS฀MAY฀WANT฀TO฀THINK฀ABOUT฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀
QUESTIONS
฀SUGGESTED฀BY฀$OUGLAS฀"ESHAROV�฀THE฀lRST฀DIRECTOR฀OF฀
THE฀5�3�฀.ATIONAL฀#ENTER฀ON฀#HILD฀!BUSE฀AND฀.EGLECT�฀REGARD

ING฀THE฀METHODS฀OF฀DISCIPLINE฀THEY฀USE�
L฀ )S฀THE฀PURPOSE฀OF฀THE฀PUNISHMENT฀TO฀EDUCATE฀THE฀CHILD฀OR฀TO฀
VENT฀THE฀PARENT�S฀ANGER�

L฀ )S฀THE฀CHILD฀CAPABLE฀OF฀UNDERSTANDING฀THE฀RELATIONSHIP฀
BETWEEN฀HIS฀BEHAVIOR฀AND฀THE฀PUNISHMENT�

L฀ )S฀THE฀PUNISHMENT฀APPROPRIATE฀AND฀WITHIN฀THE฀BOUNDS฀OF฀
ACCEPTABLE฀DISCIPLINE�

L฀ )S฀A฀LESS฀SEVERE�฀BUT฀EQUALLY฀EFFECTIVE�฀PUNISHMENT฀AVAILABLE�
L฀ )S฀THE฀PUNISHMENT฀DEGRADING�฀BRUTAL�฀OR฀EXTENDED฀BEYOND฀
THE฀LIMITS฀OF฀WHAT฀THE฀CHILD฀CAN฀HANDLE�

L฀ )F฀PHYSICAL฀FORCE฀IS฀USED�฀IS฀IT฀DONE฀CAREFULLY฀TO฀AVOID฀INJURY�฀
4HESE฀QUESTIONS฀HELP฀TO฀DElNE฀THE฀BOUNDARIES฀BETWEEN฀

ACCEPTABLE฀DISCIPLINE฀AND฀CHILD฀ABUSE�฀/THER฀CAUSES฀OF฀CHILD฀
ABUSE฀INSIDE฀THE฀FAMILY฀MIGHT฀BE฀MUCH฀MORE฀COMPLEX฀AND฀
REQUIRE฀PROFESSIONAL฀HELP฀TO฀RESOLVE�



��฀ !฀0ARENT�S฀'UIDE

!LTERNATIVES฀TO฀#HILD฀!BUSE
4HE฀NEXT฀TIME฀EVERYDAY฀PRESSURES฀BUILD฀UP฀TO฀THE฀

POINT฀WHERE฀YOU฀FEEL฀LIKE฀LASHING฀OUT� ฀4RY฀ANY฀OF฀
THESE฀SIMPLE฀ALTERNATIVES�฀9OU�LL฀FEEL฀BETTER฀�฀�฀�฀AND฀SO฀WILL฀
YOUR฀CHILD�
L฀ 4AKE฀A฀DEEP฀BREATH�฀!ND฀ANOTHER�฀4HEN฀REMEMBER฀YOU฀
ARE฀THE฀ADULT�฀

L฀ #LOSE฀YOUR฀EYES฀AND฀IMAGINE฀YOU�RE฀HEARING฀WHAT฀฀YOUR฀
CHILD฀IS฀ABOUT฀TO฀HEAR�฀

L฀ 0RESS฀YOUR฀LIPS฀TOGETHER฀AND฀COUNT฀TO฀���฀OR�฀BETTER฀YET�฀
TO฀���฀

L฀ 0UT฀YOUR฀CHILD฀IN฀A฀TIME
OUT฀CHAIR�฀�2EMEMBER฀THIS฀
RULE�฀/NE฀TIME
OUT฀MINUTE฀FOR฀EACH฀YEAR฀OF฀AGE�	฀

L฀ 0UT฀YOURSELF฀IN฀A฀TIME
OUT฀CHAIR�฀4HINK฀ABOUT฀WHY฀YOU฀
ARE฀ANGRY�฀)S฀IT฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀OR฀IS฀YOUR฀CHILD฀฀SIMPLY฀A฀
CONVENIENT฀TARGET฀FOR฀YOUR฀ANGER�฀

L฀ 0HONE฀A฀FRIEND�฀
L฀ )F฀SOMEONE฀CAN฀WATCH฀THE฀CHILDREN�฀GO฀OUTSIDE฀AND฀
TAKE฀A฀WALK�฀

L฀ 3PLASH฀COLD฀WATER฀ON฀YOUR฀FACE�฀
L฀ (UG฀A฀PILLOW�฀
L฀ 4URN฀ON฀SOME฀MUSIC�฀-AYBE฀EVEN฀SING฀ALONG�฀
L฀ 0ICK฀UP฀A฀PENCIL฀AND฀WRITE฀DOWN฀AS฀MANY฀HELPFUL฀฀WORDS฀
AS฀YOU฀CAN฀THINK฀OF�฀3AVE฀THE฀LIST�
&EW฀PARENTS฀MEAN฀TO฀ABUSE฀THEIR฀CHILDREN�฀7HEN฀

PARENTS฀TAKE฀TIME฀OUT฀TO฀GET฀CONTROL฀OF฀THEMSELVES฀BEFORE฀
THEY฀GRAB฀HOLD฀OF฀THEIR฀CHILDREN�฀EVERYBODY฀WINS�
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4ALKING฀7ITH฀9OUR฀#HILD฀!BOUT฀3EXUAL฀!BUSE
3OME฀PARENTS฀WOULD฀ALMOST฀RATHER฀HAVE฀A฀TOOTH฀PULLED฀THAN฀

TALK฀WITH฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HIS฀RELUCTANCE฀
SEEMS฀TO฀INCREASE฀WITH฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀THE฀CHILD�฀4O฀HELP฀YOU฀IN฀THIS฀
REGARD�฀THE฀INFORMATION฀IN฀3ECTION฀))฀FOCUSES฀ON฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀
PREVENTION�฀
4HE฀FOLLOWING฀INFORMATION฀SHOULD฀HELP฀YOU฀AND฀YOUR฀CHILD฀

TALK฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀PREVENTION�฀
L฀ )F฀YOU฀FEEL฀UNCOMFORTABLE฀DISCUSSING฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀LET฀

HIM฀KNOW�฀7HEN฀YOU฀FEEL฀UNCOMFORTABLE฀DISCUSSING฀฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILDREN฀AND฀TRY฀TO฀HIDE฀YOUR฀UNEASINESS�฀
YOUR฀CHILDREN฀MIGHT฀MISINTERPRET฀THE฀ANXIETY฀AND฀BE฀LESS฀
LIKELY฀TO฀APPROACH฀YOU฀WHEN฀THEY฀NEED฀HELP�฀9OU฀CAN฀USE฀
A฀SIMPLE฀STATEMENT฀LIKE�฀h)฀WISH฀WE฀DID฀NOT฀HAVE฀TO฀TALK฀
ABOUT฀THIS�฀)฀AM฀UNCOMFORTABLE฀BECAUSE฀)฀DON�T฀LIKE฀TO฀THINK฀
THAT฀THIS฀COULD฀HAPPEN฀TO฀YOU�฀)฀WANT฀YOU฀TO฀KNOW฀THAT฀IT�S฀
IMPORTANT฀AND฀YOU฀CAN฀COME฀TO฀ME฀WHENEVER฀YOU฀HAVE฀A฀
QUESTION฀OR฀IF฀ANYBODY฀EVER฀TRIES฀TO฀HURT฀YOU�v฀

L฀ #HILDREN฀AT฀THIS฀AGE฀ARE฀DEVELOPING฀AN฀AWARENESS฀OF฀THEIR฀OWN฀SEXU

ALITY฀AND฀NEED฀PARENTAL฀HELP฀TO฀SORT฀OUT฀WHAT฀IS฀AND฀IS฀NOT฀EXPLOITIVE�฀
#HILDREN฀AT฀THIS฀AGE฀NEED฀SPECIFIC฀PERMISSION฀TO฀ASK฀QUES

TIONS฀ABOUT฀RELATIONSHIPS฀AND฀FEELINGS�฀.ONSPECIFIC฀hGOOD฀
TOUCH�฀BAD฀TOUCHv฀WARNINGS฀ARE฀INSUFFICIENT�฀SINCE฀MOST฀OF฀
THE฀TOUCHING฀THEY฀EXPERIENCE฀MIGHT฀BE฀฀hCONFUSING฀TOUCH�v฀
!DOLESCENTS฀ALSO฀NEED฀PARENTAL฀HELP฀TO฀SET฀BOUNDARIES฀FOR฀
THEIR฀RELATIONSHIPS฀WITH฀OTHERS�AN฀AWARENESS฀OF฀WHEN฀THEY฀
ARE฀BEING฀CONTROLLING฀OR฀ABUSIVE�฀
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L฀ -ANY฀CHILDREN฀AT฀THIS฀AGE฀FEEL฀IT฀IS฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀BE฀hCOOLv฀THAN฀
IT฀IS฀TO฀ASK฀QUESTIONS฀OR฀SEEK฀PARENTAL฀ASSISTANCE�฀9OUR฀SON฀MIGHT฀
RESIST฀DISCUSSING฀THE฀MATERIAL฀IN฀THIS฀BOOKLET฀WITH฀YOU�฀(E฀
MIGHT฀BE฀GIGGLY�฀UNFOCUSED�฀OR฀RESTLESS�฀(E฀MIGHT฀TELL฀YOU฀
THAT฀HE฀ALREADY฀KNOWS฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HAT�S฀ALL฀RIGHT�฀
4HE฀POINT฀OF฀DISCUSSING฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀WITH฀HIM฀IS฀฀TO฀LET฀HIM฀
KNOW฀THAT฀IF฀AND฀WHEN฀HE฀HAS฀QUESTIONS฀OR฀PROBLEMS฀HE฀
CAN�T฀HANDLE฀BY฀HIMSELF�฀YOU฀WILL฀HELP฀HIM�฀)F฀HE฀TELLS฀YOU฀HE฀
ALREADY฀KNOWS฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀YOU฀CAN฀ASK฀HIM฀TO฀TELL฀
YOU฀WHAT฀HE฀KNOWS�
4ODAY�S฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀PRETEENS฀RECEIVE฀A฀LOT฀OF฀MISINFORMA


TION฀ABOUT฀SEXUALITY�฀RELATIONSHIPS�฀AND฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HEIR฀ROLE฀
MODELS฀ARE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀ROCK฀STARS฀AND฀OTHER฀MEDIA฀PERSONALITIES�฀
!S฀INmUENTIAL฀AS฀THESE฀ARE�฀SURVEYS฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀INDICATE฀
THAT฀PARENTS฀CONTINUE฀TO฀BE฀A฀STRONG฀INmUENCE฀IN฀THEIR฀LIVES�

7HEN฀A฀#HILD฀4ELLS฀9OU฀!BOUT฀!BUSE
)F฀YOUR฀CHILD฀BECOMES฀A฀VICTIM฀OF฀ABUSE�฀YOUR฀lRST฀REACTION฀

CAN฀BE฀VERY฀IMPORTANT฀IN฀HELPING฀HIM฀THROUGH฀THE฀ORDEAL�฀4HE฀
FOLLOWING฀GUIDELINES฀MAY฀HELP฀YOU�฀
L฀ ฀PANIC฀OR฀OVERREACT฀TO฀THE฀INFORMATION฀YOUR฀CHILD฀
TELLS฀YOU�฀

L฀ ฀CRITICIZE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀OR฀TELL฀YOUR฀CHILD฀HE฀MISUNDERSTOOD฀
WHAT฀HAPPENED�฀

L฀ ฀RESPECT฀YOUR฀CHILD�S฀PRIVACY฀AND฀TAKE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀A฀PLACE฀
WHERE฀THE฀TWO฀OF฀YOU฀CAN฀TALK฀WITHOUT฀INTERRUPTIONS฀OR฀DIS

TRACTIONS�฀

L฀ ฀REASSURE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀THAT฀HE฀IS฀NOT฀TO฀BLAME฀FOR฀WHAT฀HAP

PENED�฀4ELL฀HIM฀THAT฀YOU฀APPRECIATE฀BEING฀TOLD฀ABOUT฀THE฀
INCIDENT฀AND฀WILL฀HELP฀TO฀MAKE฀SURE฀THAT฀IT฀WON�T฀HAPPEN฀
AGAIN�฀

L฀ ฀ENCOURAGE฀YOUR฀CHILD฀TO฀TELL฀THE฀PROPER฀AUTHORITIES฀WHAT฀
HAPPENED�฀BUT฀TRY฀TO฀AVOID฀REPEATED฀INTERVIEWS฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀
STRESSFUL฀TO฀THE฀CHILD�฀

L฀ ฀CONSULT฀YOUR฀FAMILY฀DOCTOR฀OR฀OTHER฀CHILD฀ABUSE฀AUTHORITY฀
ABOUT฀THE฀NEED฀FOR฀MEDICAL฀CARE฀OR฀COUNSELING฀FOR฀YOUR฀CHILD�
9OU฀SHOULD฀SHOW฀REAL฀CONCERN�฀BUT฀./4฀ALARM฀OR฀ANGER�฀

WHEN฀QUESTIONING฀YOUR฀CHILD฀ABOUT฀POSSIBLE฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�
&INALLY�฀IF฀YOUR฀CHILD฀HAS฀BEEN฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED�฀DO฀NOT฀BLAME฀

YOURSELF฀OR฀YOUR฀CHILD�฀0EOPLE฀WHO฀VICTIMIZE฀CHILDREN฀ARE฀NOT฀
EASY฀TO฀IDENTIFY�฀4HEY฀COME฀FROM฀ALL฀WALKS฀OF฀LIFE฀AND฀ALL฀SOCIO

ECONOMIC฀LEVELS�฀/FTEN฀THEY฀HAVE฀A฀POSITION฀OF฀STATUS�THEY฀GO฀
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TO฀CHURCH�฀HOLD฀REGULAR฀JOBS�฀AND฀ARE฀ACTIVE฀IN฀THE฀COMMUNITY�฀
#HILD฀MOLESTERS฀ARE฀SOMETIMES฀VERY฀SKILLED฀AT฀CONTROLLING฀CHIL

DREN�฀OFTEN฀BY฀GIVING฀EXCESSIVE฀ATTENTION�฀GIFTS�฀AND฀MONEY�
#HILD฀MOLESTERS฀USE฀THEIR฀SKILLS฀ON฀PARENTS฀AND฀OTHER฀ADULTS�฀

DISGUISING฀THEIR฀ABUSIVE฀BEHAVIOR฀BEHIND฀FRIENDSHIP฀AND฀CARE฀
FOR฀THE฀CHILD�

2ESOURCES
"3!฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀-ATERIALS

!฀4IME฀TO฀4ELL฀IS฀A฀VIDEOTAPE฀PRODUCED฀BY฀THE฀"3!฀TO฀EDUCATE฀
BOYS฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀AGE฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀4HIS฀VIDEO฀INTRO

DUCES฀THE฀hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION�฀"OY฀3COUT฀TROOPS฀ARE฀
ENCOURAGED฀TO฀VIEW฀THE฀VIDEO฀ONCE฀EACH฀YEAR�฀)T฀IS฀AVAILABLE฀FROM฀
YOUR฀"3!฀LOCAL฀COUNCIL�฀!฀MEETING฀GUIDE฀SUPPORTING฀ITS฀USE฀CAN฀
BE฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀3COUTMASTER฀(ANDBOOK�
&OR฀3COUTING�S฀LEADERS฀AND฀PARENTS�฀THE฀"3!฀HAS฀A฀VIDEOTAPED฀

TRAINING฀PROGRAM�฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀'UIDELINES�฀4RAINING฀FOR฀6OLUN

TEER฀,EADERS฀AND฀0ARENTS�฀4HIS฀IS฀AVAILABLE฀FROM฀YOUR฀"3!฀LOCAL฀
COUNCIL�฀AND฀REGULAR฀TRAINING฀SESSIONS฀ARE฀SCHEDULED฀IN฀MOST฀
DISTRICTS�฀)T฀IS฀ALSO฀AVAILABLE฀ONLINE฀ON฀YOUR฀LOCAL฀COUNCIL�S฀7EB฀
SITE�฀)T฀ADDRESSES฀MANY฀QUESTIONS฀THAT฀3COUT฀VOLUNTEERS฀AND฀
PARENTS฀ASK฀REGARDING฀CHILD฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�
)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀THESE฀VIDEOTAPED฀MATERIALS�฀THE฀"3!฀SOME


TIMES฀PROVIDES฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀INFORMATION฀TO฀ITS฀MEMBERS฀
AND฀FAMILIES฀THROUGH฀"OYS�฀,IFE฀AND฀3COUTING฀MAGAZINES�
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/THER฀3OURCES฀OF฀#HILD฀!BUSE฀฀
0REVENTION฀)NFORMATION

.ATIONAL฀#LEARINGHOUSE฀ON฀#HILD฀!BUSE฀฀฀
AND฀.EGLECT฀)NFORMATION฀
���฀#฀3T��฀37฀7ASHINGTON�฀$#฀�����฀
���
���
����฀OR฀���
���
����฀
&AX�฀���
���
����฀
%
MAIL�฀NCCANCH CALIBER�COM฀
7EB฀SITE�฀HTTP���NCCANCH�ACF�HHS�GOV�

0REVENT฀#HILD฀!BUSE฀!MERICA฀
���฀3OUTH฀-ICHIGAN฀!VE��฀��TH฀&LOOR฀
#HICAGO�฀),฀�����
����฀
���
���
����฀
&AX�฀���
���
����฀
7EB฀SITE�฀WWW�PREVENTCHILDABUSE�ORG

.ATIONAL฀#ENTER฀FOR฀-ISSING฀AND฀%XPLOITED฀#HILDREN
���฀0RINCE฀3T�!LEXANDRIA�฀6!฀�����
����฀
���
���
����฀
&AX�฀���
���
����฀
7EB฀SITE�฀WWW�MISSINGKIDS�ORG
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#HILD�S฀"ILL฀OF฀2IGHTS
7HEN฀FEELING฀THREATENED�฀YOU฀HAVE฀THE฀RIGHT฀TO

L฀ 4RUST฀YOUR฀INSTINCTS฀OR฀FEELINGS�

L฀ %XPECT฀PRIVACY�

L฀ 3AY฀NO฀TO฀UNWANTED฀TOUCHING฀OR฀AFFECTION�

L฀ 3AY฀NO฀TO฀AN฀ADULT�S฀INAPPROPRIATE฀DEMANDS฀AND฀
REQUESTS�

L฀ 7ITHHOLD฀INFORMATION฀THAT฀COULD฀JEOPARDIZE฀
YOUR฀SAFETY�

L฀ 2EFUSE฀GIFTS�

L฀ "E฀RUDE฀OR฀UNHELPFUL฀IF฀THE฀SITUATION฀WARRANTS�

L฀ 2UN�฀SCREAM�฀AND฀MAKE฀A฀SCENE�

L฀ 0HYSICALLY฀FIGHT฀OFF฀UNWANTED฀ADVANCES�

L฀ !SK฀FOR฀HELP�

3ECTION฀))�฀)NFORMATION฀FOR฀9OUTH฀
�9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀4ROOP฀*OINING฀2EQUIREMENTS	

4HE฀#HILD�S฀"ILL฀OF฀2IGHTS฀OUTLINES฀SOME฀SPECIlC฀STRATEGIES฀
YOUR฀CHILD฀CAN฀USE฀TO฀PROTECT฀HIMSELF�฀9OU฀SHOULD฀DISCUSS฀THESE฀
AND฀THE฀hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀WITH฀YOUR฀CHILD฀BEFORE฀
COMPLETING฀THE฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀JOINING฀REQUIREMENTS�฀4HESE฀
COULD฀PROVIDE฀THE฀INFORMATION฀THAT฀YOUR฀SON฀NEEDS฀TO฀HELP฀HIM฀
RESPOND฀TO฀THE฀SITUATIONS฀IN฀THE฀EXERCISES�

)T�S฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀REMEMBER฀THAT฀THESE฀ARE฀PROTECTIVE฀ACTIONS฀
THAT฀WILL฀GIVE฀YOUR฀SON฀THE฀POWER฀TO฀PROTECT฀HIMSELF�
4HE฀"OY฀3COUTS฀OF฀!MERICA฀BASES฀THE฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀

STRATEGIES฀IT฀TEACHES฀ITS฀MEMBERS฀ON฀THE฀hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀
0ROTECTION�
4HE฀hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀PROVIDE฀A฀USEFUL฀TOOL฀

FOR฀PARENTS฀WHEN฀THEY฀TALK฀WITH฀THEIR฀��
฀TO฀��
YEAR
OLD฀CHIL

DREN฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀#HILDREN฀OF฀THIS฀AGE฀ARE฀LESS฀APT฀THAN฀
YOUNGER฀CHILDREN฀TO฀RESPOND฀TO฀A฀LIST฀OF฀CHILD฀SAFETY฀RULES�฀
4HEY฀NEED฀TO฀DEVELOP฀THE฀PROBLEM
SOLVING฀SKILLS฀NECESSARY฀TO฀
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EVALUATE฀SITUATIONS฀AND฀COME฀UP฀WITH฀THEIR฀OWN฀RESPONSES�฀
0ARENTS฀NEED฀TO฀HELP฀THEIR฀CHILDREN฀DEVELOP฀THESE฀SKILLS�
9OU฀CAN฀HELP฀YOUR฀CHILDREN฀DEVELOP฀THEIR฀PERSONAL฀SAFETY฀

SKILLS�฀2EAD฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀MATERIAL฀WITH฀YOUR฀SON�฀5SE฀THE฀
hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀AND฀THE฀#HILD�S฀"ILL฀OF฀2IGHTS฀AS฀
REFERENCES�

0ERSONAL฀0ROTECTION฀2ULES฀FOR฀#OMPUTER฀฀฀
/NLINE฀3ERVICES
7HEN฀YOU�RE฀ONLINE�฀YOU฀ARE฀IN฀A฀PUBLIC฀PLACE�฀AMONG฀THOU


SANDS฀OF฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀ARE฀ONLINE฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀"E฀SAFE฀BY฀FOL

LOWING฀THESE฀PERSONAL฀PROTECTION฀RULES฀AND฀YOU฀WILL฀HAVE฀FUN�฀
L฀ +EEP฀ONLINE฀CONVERSATIONS฀WITH฀STRANGERS฀TO฀PUBLIC฀PLACES�฀
NOT฀IN฀E
MAIL�฀

L฀ $O฀NOT฀GIVE฀ANYONE฀ONLINE฀YOUR฀REAL฀LAST฀NAME�฀PHONE฀฀NUM

BERS฀AT฀HOME฀OR฀SCHOOL�฀YOUR฀PARENTS�฀WORKPLACES�฀OR฀THE฀
NAME฀OR฀LOCATION฀OF฀YOUR฀SCHOOL฀OR฀HOME฀ADDRESS฀UNLESS฀YOU฀
HAVE฀YOUR฀PARENT�S฀PERMISSION฀FIRST�฀.EVER฀GIVE฀YOUR฀PASS

WORD฀TO฀ANYONE฀BUT฀A฀PARENT฀OR฀OTHER฀ADULT฀IN฀YOUR฀FAMILY�฀

L฀ )F฀SOMEONE฀SHOWS฀YOU฀E
MAIL฀WITH฀SAYINGS฀THAT฀MAKE฀YOU฀FEEL฀
UNCOMFORTABLE�฀TRUST฀YOUR฀INSTINCTS�฀9OU฀ARE฀PROBABLY฀RIGHT฀
TO฀BE฀WARY�฀$O฀NOT฀RESPOND�฀4ELL฀A฀PARENT฀WHAT฀HAPPENED�฀

L฀ )F฀SOMEBODY฀TELLS฀YOU฀TO฀KEEP฀WHAT�S฀GOING฀ON฀BETWEEN฀THE฀
TWO฀OF฀YOU฀SECRET�฀TELL฀A฀PARENT�฀

L฀ "E฀CAREFUL฀WHOM฀YOU฀TALK฀TO�฀!NYONE฀WHO฀STARTS฀TALKING฀
ABOUT฀SUBJECTS฀THAT฀MAKE฀YOU฀FEEL฀UNCOMFORTABLE฀IS฀PROBABLY฀
AN฀ADULT฀POSING฀AS฀A฀KID�฀

h4HREE฀2Sv฀OF฀ 9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀
L฀ ฀THAT฀ANYONE฀COULD฀BE฀A฀CHILD฀
MOLESTER฀AND฀BE฀AWARE฀OF฀SITUATIONS฀THAT฀
COULD฀LEAD฀TO฀ABUSE�฀

L฀ ฀ADVANCES฀MADE฀BY฀CHILD฀MOLESTERS฀TO฀
AVOID฀BEING฀ABUSED�฀

L฀ ฀ANY฀MOLESTATION฀OR฀ATTEMPTED฀
MOLESTATION฀TO฀PARENTS฀OR฀OTHER฀TRUSTED฀
ADULTS�฀
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L฀ 0AY฀ATTENTION฀IF฀SOMEONE฀TELLS฀YOU฀THINGS฀THAT฀DON�T฀FIT฀฀
TOGETHER�฀/NE฀TIME฀AN฀ONLINE฀FRIEND฀WILL฀SAY฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀���฀
AND฀ANOTHER฀TIME฀WILL฀SAY฀HE฀OR฀SHE฀IS฀���฀4HAT฀IS฀A฀WARNING฀
THAT฀THIS฀PERSON฀IS฀LYING฀AND฀MAY฀BE฀AN฀ADULT฀POSING฀AS฀A฀KID�฀

L฀ 5NLESS฀YOU฀TALK฀TO฀A฀PARENT฀ABOUT฀IT฀FIRST�฀NEVER฀TALK฀TO฀
ANYBODY฀BY฀PHONE฀IF฀YOU฀KNOW฀THAT฀PERSON฀ONLY฀ONLINE�฀)F฀฀
SOMEONE฀ASKS฀YOU฀TO฀CALL�EVEN฀IF฀IT�S฀COLLECT฀OR฀A฀TOLL
FREE�฀���฀
NUMBER�THAT�S฀A฀WARNING�฀4HAT฀PERSON฀CAN฀GET฀YOUR฀PHONE฀
NUMBER฀THIS฀WAY�฀EITHER฀FROM฀A฀PHONE฀BILL฀OR฀FROM฀CALLER฀)$�฀

L฀ .EVER฀AGREE฀TO฀MEET฀SOMEONE฀YOU฀HAVE฀MET฀ONLY฀ONLINE฀ANY฀
PLACE฀OFF
LINE�฀IN฀THE฀REAL฀WORLD�฀

L฀ 7ATCH฀OUT฀IF฀SOMEONE฀ONLINE฀STARTS฀TALKING฀ABOUT฀HACKING�฀
OR฀BREAKING฀ONTO฀OTHER฀PEOPLE�S฀OR฀COMPANIES�฀COMPUTER฀
SYSTEMS�฀PHREAKING฀�THE฀hPHvSOUNDS฀LIKE฀AN฀hFv	�฀THE฀ILLEGAL฀
USE฀OF฀LONG
DISTANCE฀SERVICES฀OR฀CELLULAR฀PHONES�฀OR฀VIRUSES�฀
ONLINE฀PROGRAMS฀THAT฀DESTROY฀OR฀DAMAGE฀DATA฀WHEN฀OTHER฀
PEOPLE฀DOWNLOAD฀THESE฀ONTO฀THEIR฀COMPUTERS�฀

L฀ 0ROMISE฀YOUR฀PARENT฀OR฀AN฀ADULT฀FAMILY฀MEMBER฀AND฀YOUR

SELF฀THAT฀YOU฀WILL฀HONOR฀ANY฀RULES฀ABOUT฀HOW฀MUCH฀TIME฀YOU฀
ARE฀ALLOWED฀TO฀SPEND฀ONLINE฀AND฀WHAT฀YOU฀DO฀AND฀฀WHERE฀YOU฀
GO฀WHILE฀YOU฀ARE฀ONLINE�
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��฀#HILD฀!BUSE฀AND฀"EING฀A฀'OOD฀3COUT
7HEN฀A฀BOY฀JOINS฀THE฀3COUTING฀PROGRAM�฀HE฀ASSUMES฀A฀DUTY฀

TO฀BE฀FAITHFUL฀TO฀THE฀RULES฀OF฀3COUTING฀AS฀REPRESENTED฀IN฀THE฀
3COUT฀/ATH�฀3COUT฀,AW�฀3COUT฀MOTTO�฀AND฀3COUT฀SLOGAN�
4HE฀RULES฀OF฀3COUTING฀DON�T฀REQUIRE฀A฀3COUT฀TO฀PUT฀HIMSELF฀

IN฀POSSIBLY฀DANGEROUS฀SITUATIONS�QUITE฀THE฀CONTRARY�฀WE฀WANT฀
3COUTS฀TO฀hBE฀PREPAREDv฀AND฀TO฀hDO฀THEIR฀BESTv฀TO฀AVOID฀THESE฀
SITUATIONS�
7E฀HOPE฀THAT฀YOU฀WILL฀DISCUSS฀THESE฀RULES฀WITH฀YOUR฀3COUT฀

AND฀BE฀SURE฀THAT฀HE฀UNDERSTANDS฀THAT฀HE฀SHOULD฀NOT฀RISK฀HIS฀
SAFETY฀TO฀FOLLOW฀THE฀RULES฀OF฀3COUTING�
4HE฀3COUT฀/ATH฀INCLUDES฀THE฀PHRASE฀h4O฀HELP฀OTHER฀PEOPLE฀

AT฀ALL฀TIMES�v฀4HE฀3COUT฀,AW฀SAYS฀THAT฀h!฀3COUT฀IS฀HELPFUL�v฀AND฀
THE฀3COUT฀SLOGAN฀IS฀h$O฀A฀'OOD฀4URN฀$AILY�v฀4HERE฀ARE฀MANY฀
PEOPLE฀WHO฀NEED฀HELP�฀AND฀A฀"OY฀3COUT฀SHOULD฀BE฀WILLING฀TO฀
LEND฀A฀HAND฀WHEN฀NEEDED�
3OMETIMES฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀REALLY฀DO฀NOT฀NEED฀HELP฀WILL฀ASK฀

FOR฀IT฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀CREATE฀AN฀OPPORTUNITY฀FOR฀ABUSE�฀"OY฀3COUTS฀
SHOULD฀BE฀VERY฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THE฀RULES฀OF฀SAFETY฀SO฀THAT฀THEY฀CAN฀
RECOGNIZE฀SITUATIONS฀TO฀BE฀WARY฀OF�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀
L฀ )T฀IS฀ONE฀THING฀TO฀STAND฀ON฀THE฀SIDEWALK฀AWAY฀FROM฀A฀CAR฀TO฀
GIVE฀DIRECTIONS�฀AND฀SOMETHING฀ELSE฀TO฀GET฀IN฀THE฀CAR฀WITH฀
SOMEONE฀TO฀SHOW฀THEM฀THE฀WAY�฀!฀3COUT฀SHOULD฀NEVER฀GET฀
INTO฀A฀CAR฀WITHOUT฀HIS฀PARENT�S฀PERMISSION�฀

L฀ )T฀MAY฀BE฀/+฀FOR฀A฀3COUT฀TO฀HELP฀CARRY฀GROCERIES฀TO฀A฀PER

SON�S฀HOUSE�฀BUT฀HE฀SHOULD฀NEVER฀ENTER฀THE฀HOUSE฀UNLESS฀HE฀
HAS฀PERMISSION฀FROM฀HIS฀PARENTS�
4HE฀3COUT฀,AW฀ALSO฀STATES฀THAT฀A฀3COUT฀IS฀OBEDIENT�BUT฀A฀

3COUT฀DOES฀NOT฀HAVE฀TO฀OBEY฀AN฀ADULT฀WHEN฀THAT฀PERSON฀TELLS฀
HIM฀TO฀DO฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀THE฀3COUT฀FEELS฀IS฀WRONG฀OR฀THAT฀

MAKES฀THE฀3COUT฀FEEL฀
UNCOMFORTABLE�฀)N฀
THESE฀SITUATIONS�฀THE฀
3COUT฀SHOULD฀TALK฀
WITH฀HIS฀PARENT฀ABOUT฀
HIS฀CONCERNS�
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��฀฀0RACTICING฀THE฀h4HREE฀2Sv฀฀฀
OF฀ 9OUTH฀0ROTECTION
4HE฀FOLLOWING฀STORIES฀WILL฀HELP฀YOUR฀SON฀UNDERSTAND฀HOW฀TO฀

USE฀THE฀hTHREE฀2Sv฀OF฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION�฀4HESE฀SITUATIONS฀MIGHT฀
BE฀MORE฀DETAILED฀THAN฀YOU฀FEEL฀COMFORTABLE฀WITH�฀HOWEVER�฀IF฀
CHILDREN฀ARE฀GOING฀TO฀LEARN฀ABOUT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE�฀THEY฀MUST฀BE฀
ABLE฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀AND฀DISCUSS฀SPECIlC฀ACTS�

*EFF�S฀3TORY
)฀AM฀A฀��
YEAR
OLD฀BOY฀IN฀THE฀SIXTH฀GRADE฀AT฀MY฀MIDDLE฀

SCHOOL�฀%VERY฀AFTERNOON฀AFTER฀SCHOOL�฀)฀GO฀TO฀A฀RECREATION฀CENTER฀
UNTIL฀MY฀MOM฀GETS฀HOME฀FROM฀WORK�฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀GUYS฀WHO฀
WORKS฀AT฀THE฀CENTER฀HAS฀BEEN฀SPENDING฀A฀LOT฀OF฀TIME฀WITH฀ME฀
LATELY�฀(E�S฀REALLY฀NICE�฀AND฀HE฀TOLD฀ME฀THAT฀HE฀WOULD฀TEACH฀ME฀
HOW฀TO฀WRESTLE�฀(E฀SAID฀THAT฀WRESTLING฀WOULD฀BE฀A฀GOOD฀SPORT฀
FOR฀ME฀BECAUSE฀IT฀HAS฀DIFFERENT฀WEIGHT฀CLASSES฀AND฀)�M฀SO฀SMALL฀
)฀WOULD฀BE฀WRESTLING฀OTHER฀KIDS฀MY฀OWN฀SIZE�฀)�VE฀GOT฀TO฀ADMIT฀
THAT฀)฀LIKE฀TO฀WRESTLE�฀"UT฀THERE�S฀SOMETHING฀BOTHERING฀ME�฀4HIS฀
GUY฀WHO�S฀TEACHING฀ME฀TO฀WRESTLE฀WANTS฀ME฀TO฀COME฀TO฀THE฀CEN

TER฀ON฀3UNDAY฀WHEN฀NO฀ONE฀ELSE฀IS฀THERE�฀(E฀SAID฀THAT฀WE฀WOULD฀
HAVE฀THE฀PLACE฀TO฀OURSELVES�฀AND฀HE฀COULD฀REALLY฀TEACH฀ME฀A฀LOT�฀
)�D฀LIKE฀TO�฀BUT฀)�VE฀BEEN฀NOTICING฀THAT฀WHEN฀HE�S฀TEACHING฀ME�฀
HE฀HOLDS฀ME฀DOWN฀AND฀SOMETIMES฀GRABS฀ME฀BETWEEN฀THE฀LEGS�฀
(E฀MAKES฀LIKE฀IT�S฀A฀REAL฀FUNNY฀JOKE�฀BUT฀)�M฀NOT฀SO฀SURE฀THAT฀)฀
LIKE฀IT�฀



��฀ !฀0ARENT�S฀'UIDE

L฀ 7HAT฀IS฀RISKY฀ABOUT฀THIS฀SITUATION�
�฀(ISTORY฀OF฀UNWANTED฀TOUCHING฀OF฀PRIVATE฀PARTS�
�฀4OUCHING฀WILL฀PROBABLY฀BECOME฀MORE฀SERIOUS฀IF฀ALLOWED฀
TO฀CONTINUE�

�฀)NDIVIDUAL฀COACHING฀ON฀3UNDAY฀WOULD฀PUT฀*EFF฀ALONE฀AT฀
THE฀CENTER฀WITH฀A฀POSSIBLE฀MOLESTER�฀

L฀ (OW฀WOULD฀YOU฀RESIST�
�฀4ELL฀THE฀PERSON฀TO฀STOP฀GRABBING฀YOU฀AND฀DO฀NOT฀WRESTLE฀
WITH฀HIM฀ANY฀LONGER�

�฀-AKE฀SURE฀THAT฀YOU฀ARE฀NOT฀ALONE฀WITH฀HIM�฀AND฀IF฀HE฀฀
GRABS฀YOU฀YELL฀h3TOP฀THAT�v฀LOUD฀ENOUGH฀SO฀THAT฀EVERYONE฀
WILL฀HEAR�฀

L฀ (OW฀WOULD฀YOU฀REPORT฀THIS฀SITUATION�
�฀4ELL฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL�S฀SUPERVISOR฀AND฀ASK฀THAT฀SOMEONE฀ELSE฀
HELP฀YOU฀WITH฀WRESTLING�

�฀!SK฀YOUR฀PARENTS฀TO฀lLE฀A฀REPORT฀WITH฀THE฀POLICE�฀7HAT฀HE฀
IS฀DOING฀IS฀ABUSE฀AND฀IT฀IS฀ILLEGAL�

-ARIO�S฀3TORY
)฀AM฀A฀��
YEAR
OLD฀BOY฀WITH฀A฀PROBLEM�MY฀��
YEAR
OLD฀UNCLE�฀

*OE�฀*OE฀STAYS฀WITH฀ME฀WHEN฀MY฀PARENTS฀GO฀OUT฀OF฀TOWN�฀4HE฀LAST฀
TIME�฀HE฀STARTED฀TO฀ACT฀REALLY฀STRANGE�฀(E฀WOULDN�T฀LET฀ME฀OUT฀OF฀
HIS฀SIGHT�฀%VEN฀WHEN฀)฀TOOK฀A฀SHOWER�฀HE฀INSISTED฀THAT฀)฀KEEP฀THE฀
BATHROOM฀DOOR฀OPEN�฀7HEN฀)฀TURNED฀AROUND�฀*OE฀WAS฀TAKING฀A฀
PICTURE฀OF฀ME฀IN฀THE฀SHOWER�฀(E฀TOLD฀ME฀THERE฀WASN�T฀ANY฀lLM฀
IN฀THE฀CAMERA฀AND฀THAT฀IT฀WAS฀A฀JOKE�฀)฀DON�T฀THINK฀IT฀WAS฀FUNNY�฀
THOUGH�฀/N฀THE฀LAST฀NIGHT฀HE฀WAS฀THERE�฀HE฀TOLD฀ME฀TO฀COME฀INTO฀
HIS฀BEDROOM฀AND฀WATCH฀46฀WITH฀HIM�ONLY฀IT฀WASN�T฀46�฀IT฀WAS฀
SEX฀STUFF�฀(E฀TOLD฀ME฀NOT฀TO฀TELL฀ANYONE฀BECAUSE฀IF฀)฀DID฀HE฀WOULD฀
BE฀IN฀TROUBLE฀AND฀SO฀WOULD฀)�฀
L฀ $OES฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀*OE฀IS฀A฀MEMBER฀OF฀-ARIO�S฀FAMILY฀AND฀ONLY฀��฀

YEARS฀OLD฀MEAN฀THAT฀HE฀COULD฀NOT฀BE฀A฀POSSIBLE฀CHILD฀MOLESTER�
�฀2EMEMBER฀THAT฀A฀CHILD฀MOLESTER฀COULD฀BE฀ANYONE�฀-OST฀
ARE฀FAMILY฀MEMBERS฀OR฀SOMEONE฀ELSE฀THE฀CHILD฀KNOWS�

�฀-ANY฀CHILD฀MOLESTERS฀BEGIN฀MOLESTING฀OTHERS฀WHEN฀THEY฀
ARE฀TEENAGERS
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L฀ $OES฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀*OE฀HAS฀NOT฀TOUCHED฀-ARIO฀MEAN฀THAT฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE฀DID฀NOT฀HAPPEN�
�฀*OE฀VIOLATED฀-ARIO�S฀PRIVACY฀BY฀TAKING฀A฀PICTURE฀THAT฀
-ARIO฀DID฀NOT฀WANT฀TAKEN�THIS฀IS฀ONE฀FORM฀OF฀ABUSE�

�฀3HOWING฀-ARIO฀PORNOGRAPHIC฀VIDEOS฀IS฀A฀FORM฀OF฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE฀AND฀IS฀USUALLY฀A฀FORERUNNER฀OF฀SEXUAL฀CONTACT�

L฀ 3HOULD฀-ARIO฀GET฀INTO฀TROUBLE฀IF฀HE฀TELLS฀ON฀*OE�
�฀-ARIO฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀BLAMED�฀(E฀DID฀NOTHING฀WRONG�
�฀!NYTIME฀THAT฀SEXUAL฀ABUSE฀OCCURS�฀THE฀ABUSER฀IS฀THE฀ONE฀
WHO฀IS฀RESPONSIBLE�
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3TEVEN�S฀3TORY
-Y฀NAME฀IS฀3TEVEN�฀)฀GO฀TO฀JUNIOR฀HIGH฀SCHOOL฀AND฀MAKE฀

PRETTY฀GOOD฀GRADES�฀SO฀)�M฀NOT฀STUPID�฀"UT฀THE฀OTHER฀DAY฀SOME

THING฀HAPPENED฀THAT฀MADE฀ME฀FEEL฀REALLY฀DUMB�฀!฀GROUP฀OF฀
GUYS฀DECIDED฀THAT฀THEY฀WANTED฀TO฀START฀A฀SECRET฀CLUB�฀/NLY฀A฀FEW฀
KIDS฀WOULD฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀JOIN฀THEIR฀CLUB�฀)T฀WAS฀A฀FUN฀THING�฀AND฀
THE฀ONLY฀WAY฀THAT฀YOU฀COULD฀JOIN฀WAS฀TO฀BE฀ASKED฀BY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀
MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀CLUB�฀7ELL�฀ONE฀OF฀MY฀FRIENDS฀BELONGED฀AND฀
ASKED฀ME฀TO฀JOIN�฀)฀WAS฀REALLY฀mATTERED�฀AND฀)฀REALLY฀WANTED฀TO฀
JOIN�฀(E฀TOLD฀ME฀THAT฀THE฀CLUB฀WAS฀MEETING฀IN฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀STOR

AGE฀BUILDINGS฀ON฀CAMPUS฀AND฀THAT฀WE฀COULD฀GET฀HIGH฀AND฀HAVE฀
SOME฀FUN�THEN฀HE฀GRABBED฀MY฀CROTCH฀AND฀LAUGHED�฀
L฀ 7HAT฀DO฀YOU฀SUPPOSE฀3TEVEN�S฀FRIEND฀MEANT฀WHEN฀HE฀SAID�฀h7E฀COULD฀

GET฀HIGH฀AND฀HAVE฀SOME฀FUN�v฀AND฀THEN฀GRABBED฀3TEVEN�S฀CROTCH�฀
�฀3ECRET฀CLUBS฀ARE฀OFTEN฀USED฀BY฀CHILD฀MOLESTERS฀TO฀GAIN฀
ACCESS฀TO฀UNSUSPECTING฀BOYS�

�฀5SING฀DRUGS฀AND฀ALCOHOL฀TO฀LOWER฀RESISTANCE฀TO฀SEXUAL฀
ABUSE฀ALSO฀IS฀QUITE฀COMMON�฀

L฀ 3UPPOSE฀THAT฀3TEVEN฀WENT฀
TO฀THE฀CLUB฀MEETING฀AND฀
ENDED฀UP฀BEING฀SEXUALLY฀
MOLESTED฀BY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀OTHER฀
GUYS฀THERE�฀(OW฀DO฀YOU฀
THINK฀HE฀WOULD฀FEEL�
�฀ !฀LOT฀OF฀BOYS฀FEEL฀VERY฀
EMBARRASSED฀WHEN฀
THEY฀REALIZE฀THAT฀THEY฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀FOOLED�฀
/FTEN฀THEY฀ARE฀AFRAID฀
THAT฀OTHERS฀WILL฀THINK฀
THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀HOMO

SEXUAL฀IF฀THEY฀HAVE฀
BEEN฀SEXUALLY฀ABUSED฀
BY฀ANOTHER฀GUY�

�฀ %MBARRASSMENT฀
MIGHT฀CAUSE฀3TEVEN฀
AND฀OTHER฀BOYS฀IN฀
HIS฀SITUATION฀TO฀NOT฀
REPORT฀THEIR฀ABUSE�
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&AMILY฀-EETING฀฀฀
�.OT฀0ART฀OF ฀*OINING฀2EQUIREMENT	
!฀CHILD฀MUST฀FEEL฀COMFORTABLE฀TELLING฀HIS฀PARENT฀ABOUT฀ANY฀

SENSITIVE฀PROBLEMS฀OR฀EXPERIENCES฀IN฀WHICH฀SOMEONE฀APPROACHED฀
HIM฀IN฀AN฀IMPROPER฀MANNER�฀OR฀IN฀A฀WAY฀THAT฀MADE฀HIM฀FEEL฀
UNCOMFORTABLE�฀3TUDIES฀HAVE฀SHOWN฀THAT฀MORE฀THAN฀HALF฀OF฀ALL฀
CHILD฀ABUSE฀INCIDENTS฀ARE฀NEVER฀REPORTED฀BECAUSE฀THE฀VICTIMS฀ARE฀
TOO฀AFRAID฀OR฀TOO฀CONFUSED฀TO฀REPORT฀THEIR฀EXPERIENCES�
9OUR฀CHILDREN฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀ABLE฀TO฀TALK฀FREELY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀฀

LIKES฀AND฀DISLIKES�฀THEIR฀FRIENDS�฀AND฀THEIR฀TRUE฀FEELINGS�฀9OU฀฀
CAN฀CREATE฀OPEN฀COMMUNICATION฀THROUGH฀FAMILY฀MEETINGS฀
WHERE฀SAFETY฀ISSUES฀CAN฀BE฀TALKED฀ABOUT฀BY฀THE฀ENTIRE฀FAMILY�฀
4HE฀9OUTH฀0ROTECTION฀MATERIALS฀COULD฀BE฀DISCUSSED฀IN฀A฀฀
FAMILY฀MEETING�
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